These exemplary cases of conspicuous usage of ’ish suggest that a recognized sense of
that relational noun corresponded to the English terms “family patriarch, householder.”

Gen 26:13; Exod 2:21; Deut. 1:31; 8:5; 28:54; Judg. 17:5, 11; 18:19; 19:16;
1Sam. 1:3, 21; 17:12; 25:2, 3; 2Sam. 17:25; 19:33; Jer. 23:34; Mic. 2:2; 7:6; Prov.

7:19; Job 1:1, 3; Song 8:7; Ruth 1:1, 2
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NJPS (adapted)

Gen 26:13 and that householder grew richer and richer
until he was very wealthy:

Exod 2:21 Moses consented to stay with that house-
holder, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah

as wife.

Deut 1:31 and in the wilderness, where you saw

how the LORD your God carried you, as a householder
carries his heir, all the way that you traveled

until you came to this place.

Deut 8:5 Bear in mind that the LORD your God
disciplines you just as a householder disciplines

his heir.

Deut 28:54 The householder who is most tender and
fastidious among you shall be too mean to his
brother and the wife of his bosom and the

children he has spared

Judg 17:5 Now the householder Micah had a house of
God; he had made an ephod and teraphim and
he had inducted one of his sons to be his priest.

Judg 17:11 The Levite agreed to stay with that
householder, and the youth became like one of his own
sons.

Judg 18:19 But they said to him, “Be quiet; put

your hand on your mouth! Come with us and

be our father and priest. Would you rather be

priest to one householder’s house or be priest to a
tribe and clan in Israel?”

Judg 19:16 In the evening, an old householder came
along from his property outside the town. (This
householder hailed from the hill country of Ephraim
and resided at Gibeah, where the townspeople

were Benjaminites.)

1 Sam 1:3 This householder used to go up from his
town every year to worship and to offer

sacrifice to the LORD of Hosts at Shiloh. —

Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were
priests of the LORD there.

1 Sam 1:21 And when the householder Elkanah and all
his household were going up to offer to the
LORD the annual sacrifice and his votive sacrifice,
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1 Sam 17:12 David was the son of a certain

Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah whose name

was Jesse. He had eight sons, and in the days

of Saul that householder was already old, advanced in
years.

1 Sam 25:2 There was a householder in Maon whose
possessions were in Carmel. That householder was very
wealthy; he owned three thousand sheep and a
thousand goats. At the time, he was shearing

his sheep in Carmel. 3 The householder’s name was
Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail. The

wife was intelligent and beautiful, but that
householder, a Calebite, was a hard man and an
evildoer.

2 Sam 17:25 Absalom had appointed Amasa

army commander in place of Joab; Amasa was

the son of a householder named Ithra the Israelite, who
had married Abigal, daughter of Nahash and

sister of Joab’s mother Zeruiah.

2 Sam 19:33 Barzillai was very old, eighty years
of age; and he had provided the king with food
during his stay at Mahanaim, for he was a very
wealthy householder.

Jer 23:34 As for the prophet or priest or layman
who shall say “the burden of the LORD,” I will
punish that householder and his house.

Mic 2:2 They covet fields, and seize them; /

Houses, and take them away. / They defraud

men of their homes, / And householders of their land.
Mic 7:6 For son spurns father, / Daughter rises up
against mother, / Daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law — / A householder’s own house / Are
his enemies.

Prov 7:19 For the householder is not at home; /

He is off on a distant journey.

Job 1:1 There was a householder in the land of Uz
named Job. That householder was blameless and
upright; he feared God and shunned evil.

Job 1:3 his possessions were seven thousand

sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred

yoke of oxen and five hundred she-asses, and a

very large household. That householder was wealthier
than anyone in the East.

Song 8:7 Vast floods cannot quench love, / Nor rivers
drown it. / If a householder offered all his household’s
wealth for love, / He would be laughed to scorn.



015

7171 oD vdY M3"2 M Ruth 1:1
T a7 En UR TR PIND 287
P33 ALY NI 28 2T2 TG
DI NN B 72008 whNT anh 2
ovIeN [1521 1 | T3 o
:1§1'73"7_f§7 WN';ZJ WLy Dﬂ5 n°3an
ey

Ruth 1:1 In the days when the chieftains ruled,
there was a famine in the land; and a householder of
Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two

sons, went to reside in the country of Moab. 2

The householder’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s
name was Naomi, and his two sons were

named Mahlon and Chilion — Ephrathites of
Bethlehem in Judah. They came to the country

of Moab and remained there.



